By Gavin Milroy, M.D., F.R.C.P.
Among the means employed in most countries to preserve the public health and to ward off the visitations of pestilential diseases, is that of enforced detention and purification of infected or suspected ships, persons, and goods, before their direct communication with the shore or their passing the frontier is allowed, Moreover, governments as well as peoples should ever remember that they have much more to dread from home-bred diseases never absent than from the occasional visitations of any foreign pestilence, however formidable it may be ; and also that the very same measures which experience has shown will largely prevent the one will infallibly disarm the other of its power.
Editorial Note.
It is fitting that we should add a note to the above well-timed article. We would direct particular attention to two " Parlia- Parliamentary Papers," they will be found to afford some very interesting information about the appearance of epidemic diseases in different years in various foreign countries and in our own colonies. Might not a useful hint be taken from this result to lay the foundation for a wide-spread registration of pestilential diseases from year to year, through the instrumentality of British consuls and colonial governors?a registration conducted somewhat after the plan adopted in respect of meteorological and magnetic inquiries, and addressed to one of the departments of the public service ? For this notion we have primarily to thank Br. Milroy, as, if we mistake not, it formed the basis of a scheme for the registration of epidemics, which he submitted to the Satistical Congress, held in London last year.
In concluding this note, it is rendering but meagre justice to I)r. Milroy to remark, that both the profession and the public will owe a deep debt of gratitude to him for his labours?^elf-imposed and self-sacrificing?on Quarantine.?Ed.
